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Walker Case Has a Long Reach

National Security Attitudes Are Changed by Alleged Spying

By Chris Spolar
Washington Post Staff Writer

It was a month before Christmas
when the telephone rang in the
small FBI office in Hyannis, Mass.
A gift store clerk from the shore
town of West Dennis said she had
been drinking but wanted to pass
along a tip.

Her ex-husband, she said, was a
spy.

That phone call, motivated by a
murky blend of mother love, wifely

fury and a belated stirring of patri-
otism, did more than unaiterably
change the life of accused spy John
Anthony Walker Jr.

It turned a nasty family secret
into a national concern, a contro-
versy that has been fueled by daily
revelations of alleged payoffs, se-
curity breaches, private sorrows
and a heightened sense of vulner-
ability. The developments, some
say, have sent the political pendu-
lum on the national security issue

on its most dramatic swing since
the Watergate era.

Military and intelligence officials
are sayi pﬁvateﬂ_ﬁtﬂthey hope

e Walker case will pr a
new natio,
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regulations that himit the maneu-
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Walker case be President Rea-
gan called for overturning “unnec-
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that were imposed during the
1970s. T

For six weeks, the private lives of
the Walker family have been played
out in the most public of arenas—in
federal courtrooms in Norfolk, Bal-
timore and San Francisco, across

the airwaves through the Christian
Broadcasting Network, and on the
covers of news magazines and the
front pages of newspapers.

At the same time, public preoc-
cupation with the alleged spy ring
has spread far beyond sensational
personal details.

Military officials have moved to
beef up security procedures and
assess the extent of possible dam-
age. Congress has responded with a
flurry of proposed legislation, in-
cluding measures to reinstate the
death penalty for espionage and to
grant the Pentagon sweeping pow-
ers to subject millions of people
with access to classified information

congressman calls a “lynch mob at-

mosphere,” are urging calm and

reason in the face of what they see

as an America enraged,

the Walker case have been inten-
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tivities that eaten our security

and interests at home and abroad,
and to improve our own intelli-

thering capabilities,” he_

Rep. C.W. Bill Young (R-Fla))
said last week after the House
voted to permit the execution of
military personnel convicted of es-
pionage during peacetime that the
American people are “tired of hi-
jacking, they’re tired of terrorist
activities. They’re tired of Amer-
icans turning traitor and selling se-
crets.”
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Tip From an Ex-Wife
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information. It detailed 15 pay-
ments—the largest for $100,000 in
June 1980—over an eight-year pe-
i ltdeecribeqwmeetin@bem

a

alker in a variety

Force.

The date of the inception of the
alleged conspiracy included in the
indictment—1976—at  first ap-
peared to contradict investigators’
previous statements that the espi-
onage began in 1965. .

But prosecutors said they used
narrower time frame because it
would be easier to prove.

Initial checks of financial records
by law enforcement officials sug-
gested that the members of the al-
leged spy ring had limited land hold-
ings and possessions. In the past
few weeks, and in light of the
$328,000 that prosecutors have
charged Whitworth with receiving,
that picture has changed slightly.

Investigators now are working to
determine whether Whitworth, who
owns no discernible property, may
have channeled his alleged payoffs
into a real estate trust. It may take
several weeks to determine that
possible link, sources say, and to
determine whether the alleged pay-

offs were channeled into a trust by
Walker directly or by Whitworth.
While law enforcement investi-

the number of Navy personnel with
aecess to classified information.
Defense lawyers have com-

 plained that what one called “hys-

terml"deomptmsdthedamagp

dialogue has served to harden pub-
lic attitudes toward espionage and
how to combat it.

s of _more agents to
chase potential spres.
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agents, convict them and try to
trade them.”

But Sen. John Glenn (D-Ohio), in
a comment that parallels what top-
level Navy officials are now saying,
argued that the scare over the
Walker case may benefit the coun-
try if it helps to address what he

called the ‘“inadequacies of our

counterintelligence apparatus.”

“At the very least,” Glenn said, “1
expect we will come out of this se-
rious breach of American security
with greatly improved mechanism
for granting security clearances
[and] a substantial reduction in the
unreasonably high number of per-
sons who now have access to sen-
sitive material.”

If that is the legacy of the
charges against John Walker, what
is the future for the family mem-
bers themselves?

For now, it appears that all four

" will stand trial. According to the
FBI, Arthur Walker and Michael
Walker have made statements ad-
mitting some participation in the
ring. Whitworth, friends and family
say, has maintained his innocence.

John Walker, described by co-
workers at his Virginia Beach pri-
vate detective agency as a flamboy-
ant, manipulative kind of man, ia

spending his days quietly in a 7-by-
10-foot cell in Cell Block Number 2,
an isolated section of the Montgom-

he’s certainly concerned with his
situation,” said John E. Wright, di-
rector of the Montgomery County
Detention Center.

Laura Walker Sayder, the daugh-
ter who urged her mother to turn in
Walker and told the FBI her father
had tried to recruit her as a spy,
took her story to the Christian
Broadcasting Network two weeks
ago. Sayder, 25, she said her moth-
er never knew that Michael Walker
might be involved and was shat-
tered by the charges against him.

Snyder became the focus of a
short-lived, well-publicized marital
dispute when she snatched her 5-
year-old child from her estranged
husband and flew to California to
appear on the 700 Club, a religious
talk show. She has since applied for
a job at the Christian Broadcasting
Network, according to Guy C. Ev-
ans Jr., the network’s corporate
attorney, who has described himself
as Sayder’s “spiritual counselor.”

Evans said Sayder, who has been
treated for stress since her televi-
sion appearance, is close to signing
a book contract. She has declined to
grant additional interviews with
other media.

Last week, she appeared at CBN
with her son Christopher shortly
before the noon prayer sessions
conducted daily for network em-
ployes.lnabriefmeetingwitha
Washington Post reporter, she said
she had been in touch with her
mother on a regular basis but de-
clined to discuss her plans or an-
swer other questions.

And the woman whose call seven
months ago made all the difference
continues to live—at least by out-
side appearances—much as she did
before she became a figure of na-
tional attention.

Barbara Walker still works full
time at a shop near her Cape Cod
apartment, where she lives with

* another daughter, Cynthia. She is in

staff writer Chris Spolar based
on reporting by her and by
staff writers Victoria Church-
ville, Sharon LaFraniere, Ruth
Marcus, John Mintz, Molly
Sinclair and Barbara Vobejda.
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